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ABSTRACT: Metasurfaces with compact footprint and large
information capacity bring unprecedented possibilities for the
miniaturized optoelectronic systems. With the further exploration
of intriguing wavefront tailoring possibilities, multiple dimensional
multiplexing and dynamic modulation techniques combined with
metasurface designs gradually become crucial research trends.
Here, we utilize resonance effects and geometric phase of
metasurfaces to simultaneously shape the amplitude, phase and
polarization of light, and rebuild a vectorial holography with
customized patterns and polarizations. By selecting the desired

polarization combination continuously, dynamic display of vectorial meta-holography with 4-fold degeneracy is demonstrated. Such
a method can precisely modulate the spatial phase and polarization distributions simultaneously at each frame, while the dynamic
tunability is easy to implement based on polarization rotation. Such versatile and compact metasurfaces may provide promising
solutions to dynamic and near-eye display, compact LiDAR, optical encryption, and date storage.
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he ultrathin metasurface composed of artificial atoms

provides an extraordinary platform with intriguing electro-
magnetic properties, which not only brings forth new physical
phenomena’ ™ but also encourages the progress of integrated
and lightweight planar devices.””"> By building the relations of
external stimulations and the optical materials’ response,
reconfigurable metasurfaces could be achieved that may address
the high demands on the miniaturization of smart optical
systems, such as near-eye display, compact LIDAR, and dynamic
optical manipulation. Apart from the external excitations, such
as electric or magnetic fields,"""® chemical reactions,'*"*
mechanical motion,'*'” and so forth,'® dynamic switching can
also be realized through tuning the incident conditions,
including the polarization,'”~** incident angle,””** frequen-
cies,””**> and so on. In particular, polarization as an intrinsic
property of light can be treated as a novel and efficient route for
the dynamic modulation of light, which is easier to calibrate,
with indefinite modulation possibilities within the full Poincaré
sphere. Moreover, due to the significance of polarizations, broad
applications can be facilitated in metrology, imaging, and optical
encryption.

Since the emergence of vectorial meta-holography, impressive
advances have been achieved.'”™>' Malus-metasurface, %’
multichannel multiplexed meta—hologr'aph)r,30_32 as well as full-
Stokes vectorial meta-holography”***~*” have been proposed.
Malus-metasurface is used to generate vectorial encrypted
patterns with uniform amplitude distributions, which can be

© XXXX American Chemical Society

WACS Publications A

decrypted into a limit number of complete grayscale patterns
modulated by Malus’ law.”® Multichannel polarization multi-
plexed meta-holography utilizes both the birefringent property
together with the rotation matrix,>”*® which can obtain different
combinations of holographic images to provide a three-fold
encryption dimension as well as demonstrate the dynamic
tuning possibilities. Those efforts stimulate multiple dimen-
sional multiplexing based on metasurfaces by combining with
wavelength,31 orbital angular momentum,”” flexibilities, and so
forth, which further increase the information capacity. Such
metasurfaces can be utilized for various applications, such as full-
color display, holographic data encryption, and large capacity
communication. However, there are still plenty of polarization
states that have not been explored on the Poincaré sphere by the
aforementioned methods.

In order to activate more polarization states in metasurface
holography, an improved iterative algorithm for the modulation
of phase and polarization has been proposed by using the Stokes
parameters to mimic the RGB color maps, almost all the
polarizations can be achieved within the holographic image.”
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However, for the precise reconstruction of full-Stokes vectorial
meta-holography, it has to find an efficient and flexible way to
simultaneously tailor the amplitude, phase, and polarization
using metasurface, which can rebuild analytical solutions rather
than based on optimization results.*****° Previous studies have
been demonstrated that, by using a diatomic strategy combining
the detour phase®> " or the geometric phase,”****" to
synthesize the tunable complex amplitude and polarization,
comprehensive full-Stokes meta-holography can be achieved
under the oblique incidence. However, those schemes still could
not achieve dynamic modulation due to the limited information
capacity within one metasurface.

Here, we proposed and demonstrated a novel convenient
design method for dynamic display based on full-Stokes
vectorial meta-holography, which can modulate the complex
amplitude and polarization based on resonance effects and
geometric phase strategy. As shown in Figure 1, by delicately
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Figure 1. Schematic illustration of the proposed dynamic display of
vectorial holography by applying polarization selection. The incidence
is linearly polarized beam, while the output field with spatially
inhomogeneous polarizations and intensities can be modulated
dynamically through polarizer and analyzer. We take three constructed
dots for example, whose polarizations le;),le;),le;) would vary with the
input polarizations, as shown by the blue arrows. At the same time, the
intensity of each vectorial part would vary due to the polarization
selections.

tailoring the interaction of linearly polarized light and
metasurfaces, the superposition of vectorial holograms encoded
with specified polarization states can be constructed, which can
be transformed into target vectorial fields at desired locations
through the diffraction theory. The constructed fields have a
great capacity for spatial phase, intensity, and polarization
distributions, which is totally different from the vectorial
intensity images without considering complex amplitude
information. By selecting specified polarization combinations
of input and output in sequence, we have realized the dynamic
display of each vectorial part in Fourier plane. Apart from the
dynamic intensity distributions, the output vectorial nature can
precisely vary with the input polarization states according to a
conversion relationship. The vectorial dynamic display has a 4-
fold degeneracy for 360° rotation resulted from special
polarization modulation. Such vectorial holographic patterns
can be customized into various applications, including dynamic
and near-eye display, smart solid-state scanning device, dynamic
beam shaping elements, and so forth. Furthermore, by designing
various trap morphologic holograms with vectorial nature,

tunable optical tweezers may be achieved to manipulate particles
and cells.

We utilized complex amplitude modulation based on both the
resonance effects and the geometric phase strategy to achieve
the dynamic display of vectorial metasurface holography. We
selected amorphous silicon (@-Si) nanofin as the optical meta-
atom, which shows excellent optical properties in near-infrared
bands and easy to fabricate. By optimizing the cross-section and
designing the rotation of @-Si nanofins, five-level amplitude,
continuous phase and polarization modulations have been
realized. The amplitude and dynamic phase are determined by
the optimization results according to spectral response.
Geometric phase, also known as the Pancharatnam-Berry
(PB) phase, stems from the evolution of light polarization
state, which can be obtained by anisotropic nanostructures with
varying orientations ¢. When a polarized light with chirality o is
incident on the metasurface, an abrupt phase 20 is introduced
in the opposite chirality (—o) of transmitted light; thus, we
obtained PB phase 2¢ and —2¢ for le;) and leg) incidence,
respectively. We selected {leg), le; ) } as polarization basis, when a
polarized beam E™ = [ag,b,]" is incident on the metasurface,
without regard to the background light that keeps the same
handedness of incident polarization state, the transmitted field
would be E™* = [byt,,aot;,] ", where t, represents the transmission
coefficient of le; ) incident/leg) transmitted polarization channel
and vice versa. By tailoring the amplitude and PB phase, the final
synthetic polarization state can be located on the Poincaré
sphere arbitrarily. Apart from the polarization, the complex
amplitude of output field can also be customized through
delicately designing the transmission coefficient. A full-Stokes
vectorial holography has been demonstrated according to this
principle, which is made up of six vectorial letters (details can be
found in the Supporting Information).

Due to the rotational symmetry of nanostructures, a-Si
nanofins generate the same amplitude response for ¢, and ¢,
polarization channel in infrared band. Accordingly, for the
synthetic vectorial field [byt,,a0t,]”, the optical difference
between the output lez) and le ) are generated by PB phase
and the initial input polarization state [y, by]”. The phase
modulation 6, of t,; channel is the sum of dynamic phase 8, and
PB phase 0, while the amplitude modulation is only related to
the polarization conversion. In order to attain different
amplitude levels and reduce the complexity of metasurface
design, all the nanofins have the same dynamic phase 6, except
for those having nearly zero amplitude. On this basis, we carried
out a parameter sweep of the @-Si nanofin without rotations on
glass substrate by using Rigorous Coupled Wave Analysis
(RCWA) method. The corresponding refractive index of
amorphous silicon is ng = 3.8502 + 0.0109i at the working
wavelength of 785 nm. The sweep range of length is from 45 to
195 nm, and the width varies from 100 to 250 nm, while the
thickness and the periodicity are set at 400 and 600 nm. The
calculation results of t,; are shown in Figure 2b,c. We purposely
selected nanofins with almost uniform dynamic phase 6, and
different normalized amplitude levels, the geometric sizes of the
selected nanofins are marked in Figure 2. The transmission
matrix of nanofins can be express as

t trl
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Figure 2. Simulated amplitude and phase of the transmission coefficient ¢, of the designed @-Si nanofin. (a) Schematic illustration of an @-Si nanofin
located on a glass substrate. (b, c) Simulated results for the amplitude and dynamic phase of ft,;. The selected nanofins are marked by circle. (d) The
selected nanofins with different amplitude levels and nearly uniform phase. The geometric sizes of the nanofins are inset as well.
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Figure 3. Distribution of modulated phase 8, for each part of the desired fields and the design process of the vectorial holograms. (a) The modulated
phase 6, for each dot forming “heart” pattern. (b) The modulated phase 6, for each dot forming a “star” pattern. 0, gradually increased from the center
to the four sides and there are six values for 8y in total. (c) The illustration of the design process by taking the dynamic calligraphy “he” as an example.

where £, is the amplitude response of t,; and #,, J,, and Jy indicate
the background light in ¢, and ¢, polarization channel. Since the
optical response of t,, and f,, is extremely weak at the working
wavelength, .. and #; are the same with each other and can be
removed from the orthogonal polarization selections in the
dynamic display, the detailed derivation is provided in the Note
S3 of Supporting Information.

We designed vectorial metasurface holograms modulated by
linear polarization to test our design for dynamic display. The
design process is shown in Figure 3. First, for the electric field Al
¢*™) to be rebuilt in real space (£, , d), we decomposed A(¢, ¢,
d) into a sequence of A(¢, ¢, d) according to the polarization

state lef"*), where k represents the sequence number. Second, we
calculated the corresponding hologram u;(x, y) of each A.(&, g,
d), according to the Fresnel diffraction theory:

) )] T{Ak@, c>exp[—iﬁ(5z + 42)]}
(2)

where 1 is the working wavelength, ¥ {} represents the Fourier
transformation. We set the propagation length d as 10 m, thus,
the reconstructed patterns are equivalently located in the
Fourier plane (infinity distance compared to the size of

exp
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metasurface). Third, due to the spin coupling effect of PB phase,
we transformed each hologram into (u; + uj)e*'0; and summed
them together, where 6, is the modulated phase to synthesize the
coherent polarization state leg™) of u;. For N vectorial
holograms, we assigned Y p(u; + uif)e'0, and Y ¥ (u + uff)
¢7'0, to t, and t,,, respectively. Due to the linear property of the
Fourier transform process, such a vectorial superposition can be
maintained during the diffraction process. Then we arrayed the
selected nanofins to construct the transmission coeflicients £,
and t;, within each pixel. As a result, when the linearly polarized
beam E™ = [¢a, e”'a]T is incident on the metasurface, the
vectorial holograms with spatial polarizations E™ = X (u; +
ui")[ei(ek—a), e_i(ﬂk—a)]T can be obtained to reconstruct the
desired vectorial field ZN(A, + A¥)[e0,—a), e O—a)]" in (&,
¢, d). This method introduces conjugate images due to the spin
coupling effect of PB phase and the same amplitude response of
t, and t;,, but we can make the image A; and Af separate in
different spatial locations without interference purposely.

We designed two dielectric metasurfaces to verify the above
schemes. Sample 1 is encoded with “heart and star” vectorial
holographic patterns shown in Figure 3a,b, whose preset phase
0, ranges from 0 to 180°. The size of Sample 1 is 180 X 180 ym
(300 x 300 pixels). By selecting the orthogonal polarization
component compared to the incidence, the output intensity of
each vectorial component becomes

I, = 1A, + A Psin*(0, — 2a) 3)

where 7 is a constant related to conversion efficiency and A; and
Ajt are departed without interference. According to eq 3, we can
select the pattern with maximum intensity dynamically by
varying the linear polarization angle a. All the dots in the desired
pattern can be sequentially lit up as a varies from 45° to 135°.

We fabricated the designed dielectric metasurfaces on the
SiO, substrate through a plasma etching process and an electron
beam lithography for patterning. The typical scanning electron
microscopy images of the samples are shown in Figure 4a,b. The
experimental setup we used to characterize the fabricated

(a) (b)

Figure 4. Scanning electron microscopy images of the fabricated
metasurface samples and experiment setup. (a, b) Scanning electron
microscopy images of two typical fabricated silicon metasurface
samples shown with a top view. Sample 1 generates the dotted profiles
and Sample 2 generates Chinese characters that are composed of 300 X
300 and 800 X 800 nanofins with different cross sections and
orientation angles, respectively. (c) The experimental setup for the
observation of the holographic images. P; and P, represent the
polarizer, HWP is half-wave plate, L, and L, are lens, OB]J represents
objective.

samples is shown in Figure 4c. After the linearly polarized beam
passes through the metasurface, the output consists of a
sequence of vectorial holography. An analyzer is used to select
the orthogonal component compared to the incidence; hence,
one can easily observe the vectorial nature of the reconstructed
patterns due to the elimination of the zero spot at center. By
selecting the orthogonal polarization pair of the incident and
transmitted light, we can achieve a 4-fold degenerate holo-
graphic display for 360° rotation. That is, we can get a full
dynamic display by reading out all encoded patterns sequentially
in a 90° rotation cycle, and a detailed derivation is provided in
Note S4 of the Supporting Information.

As shown in Figure Sa—l, the simulated and experimental
results of Sample 1 demonstrate the dynamic display of the
holographic pattern “heart and star” as input polarization state
varies from 45° to 135°, which agree well with the theoretical
design shown in Figure 3a,b. Furthermore, we selected two
incident polarization states to demonstrate the spatially variant
polarization and intensity modulation. For pattern “heart”, when
a=75° (under 75° linearly polarized incidence), according to eq
3, the preset phase 0, of the vectorial pattern with maximum
intensity is 60°, which is located in the upper left corner of the
“heart” as shown in Figure 3a. The measured output intensity
shown in Figure 50 demonstrates that the brightest dot is
consistent with the theoretical design. Similarly, we selected o =
50° for the pattern “star”, the preset phase 6, of the vectorial
patterns with maximum intensity are 0° and 180°, correspond-
ing to the dots in the central and outermost of the “star”, and the
experimental results show good consistency with the theoretical
prediction in Figure Sp. Note that the pattern “heart” has 36 dots
with different polarizations, while the pattern “star” has 25 dots
and only S linear polarizations. The differences of output linear
polarization angle between two adjacent dots of patterns “heart”
and “star” are about 5.14° and 36°, respectively. So the “heart”
was lit up by a bunch of dots while the “star” varied slowly under
the polarization modulation. By designing the preset phase, we
can easily modulate the relative frame rate, further editing the
playing speed and order of each content.

To demonstrate the capacity of information and applicability,
we designed Sample 2 to build the dynamic calligraphy of the
Chinese characters “he” and “mei”, which represent “peace” and
“beauty” in Chinese culture. The size of Sample 2 is 480 X 480
um (800 X 800 pixels). The inherent preset phase 0, ranges from
0 to 120° tracing the order of the Chinese character
brushstrokes, each character has 8 brush strokes and 8 preset
phases {6,} covering a 60° range. Accordingly, the resulting
output linear polarization can cover 120° range of varied
vectorial properties. The rotation cycle of a keeps 90° due to the
degeneracy principle. The simulated and experimental results
are shown in Figure 6a—l. We selected the 120° and 110°
polarized incidence to demonstrate the precise reconstruction,
according to eq 3, the pattern with maximum intensity is
predicted to be the first brushstroke of “he” and the last one of
“mei”. The experimental results shown in Figure 6o,p agreed
with the theoretical design well. Note each vectorial frame
changes and provides unique information according to the
difference between the incident polarization angle with the
inherent preset value 6. And each frame of the polarization
image is inherently interconnected based on the common
polarization basis. Meanwhile, due to the complex amplitude
construction scheme rather than spatial multiplexing, the
number of out polarizations is not limited in principle.
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Figure S. Simulated and experimental results for the dotted profiles. (a—c, g—i) Simulated results for 45°, 60°, 75°, 90°, 105°, and 120° polarized
incidence, respectively. (d—f, j—1) Experimental results for 45°, 60°,75°,90°, 105°, and 120° polarized incidence, respectively. (m, n) The polarization
distribution of the dotted heart and dotted star under 75° and S0° polarized incidence. (o, p) The experimental intensity distribution of the dotted
heart and dotted star under the corresponding linearly polarized incidence.
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incidence. (o, p) The experimental intensity distribution of the two characters under the corresponding linearly polarized incidence.
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In conclusion, we experimentally realized dynamic vectorial
holography by fully controlling multiple dimensional optical
parameters based on metasurface. Since the metasurface can
provide large information capacity for holograms, we can
achieve very flexible customer-demanded dynamic display by
modulating polarization combinations. Versatile beams and
patterns with diverse vectorial nature are achievable through the
design method, which can offer solutions toward nonmechanical
dynamic scanning, multifunctional particle manipulation, and
polarization microscopy. The dynamic display has 4-fold
degeneracy because the polarization states of input and
transmitted light vary in opposite directions, which increases
the concealment and security of optical information, as well as
improves the frame rate. Due to the stable and low loss optical
properties of dielectric materials, our devices show broadband
behavior in the near-infrared band (see Supporting Information,
Figure S3). On the other hand, by optimizing the initial
nanostructures and adjusting the selection strategies of the
spectral response, a wavefront without the unconverted
background light can be generated, which can offer more
possibilities for the dynamic display by selecting various
incident/transmitted polarization combinations. This novel
method can simultaneously modulate amplitude, phase, and
polarization and requires only standard nanofabrication. Such a
metasurface with a compact footprint can not only provide
possible solution schemes to novel switchable optical device,
optical encryption/anticounterfeiting, and polarimetry, but also
offer design inspirations by combining more design freedom that
is not demanding for nanofabrication and a complex physical
mechanism.

B METHODS

Fabrication of Metasurfaces. The dielectric metasurfaces
composed of amorphous silicon (@-Si) nanofins are fabricated
on a SiO, substrate. First, we deposited the amorphous silicon
film with 400 nm thickness by using plasma-enhanced chemical
vapor deposition. Second, a resist layer was spin coated and
patterned by a standard electron beam lithography process. After
the development, we grew a 100 nm thick chromium layer by
electron beam evaporation. Afterward, we performed the lift-off
process in hot acetone to remove the redundant overlayers.
Finally, by using inductively coupled plasma reactive ion etching,
the desired structure was transferred from chromium to silicon.

Design and Numerical Simulations. As shown in Figure
2a, the dielectric metasurfaces are designed by amorphous
silicon nanofins on top of a SiO, substrate. To achieve the
desired amplitude levels and uniform initial phase, we made a 2D
parameter sweep through a rigorous coupled wave analysis
(RCWA) method. The obtained amplitude and phase for
transmission coefficients are shown in Figure S1 in the
Supporting Information. To demonstrate the full-Stokes
polarization manipulation, we designed six vectorial letters
containing circularly polarized and various linearly polarized
components by Finite Difference Time Domain (FDTD)
calculations. The simulated results are provided in Note S2
(Supporting Information), while the hologram calculation is
based on diffraction theory shown in eq 2.

B ASSOCIATED CONTENT

@ Supporting Information

The Supporting Information is available free of charge at
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsphotonics.1c00307.

Further details on the derivation, metasurface design,
numerical simulation, experiment, and sample character-
ization (PDF)

Video S1: The dynamic display of the “punctate heart and
star” (MP4)

Video S2: The dynamic display of the Chinese calligraphy
“peace and beauty” (MP4)
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