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Fig. 1. (a) A magnified optical image of graphene
flakes covered on periodic pit array, where single-
layer graphene region, multi-layers graphene region
and graphite region are roughly distinguished based
on their color contrast from shallow to deepand also
denoted by red arrows, respectively; (b) Raman spec-
tra measured on two regions of the shallowest color
part: the center of a single-layer suspended graphene
on the pit and supported graphene on the substrate
outside the pit.
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Fig. 2. Raman spectra of suspended single layer

graphene, multi-layer graphene and graphite.
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Fig. 3. Morphology comparison of gold nano-films covered
on different graphene substrates: (a), (b) SEM images of
gold film on the suspended single layer graphene and high-
magnification SEM image of central zone of (a); (c), (d) SEM
images of gold film on the suspended multi-layer graphene
and high-magnification SEM image of central zone of (c);
(e), (f) SEM images of gold film on the suspended graphite

and high-magnification SEM image of central zone of (e).
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Fig. 5. SEM images of gold nanofilm: (a) The gold film
on the suspended graphene after annealing; (b) the
panel (a) in title 45°; (c) lotus effect as a comparison
with panel (a); (d) the gold nanofilm on the substrate

after annealing.
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Morphological evolution and liquid-like behavior of gold
nanofilm on the suspended graphene®

Tian Shi-Bing Gu Chang-Zhi’ Li Jun-Jie'

(Laboratory of Microfabrication, Institute of Physics, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China)
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Abstract

The morphological evolutions of gold nanofilm on the suspended graphene is investigated before and after an
annealing process, and two important phenomena are observed. First, the layer number of suspended graphene can be
determined by the morphological change of gold nanofilm, and it is noteworthy that as-observed results without the
substrate supporting effect are completely contrary to previously reported results of the graphene supported by the
substrate. Second, after a rapid and careful annealing process, the gold nanofilm on the suspended graphene shows a
liquid-like behavior as if the water is on the lotus leave surface. The mechanisms behind these phenomena are discussed
in detail. These results provide very useful information for many applications such as metal intercalation in graphene,

electronic contact between metal and graphene, fabrication of patterned suspended graphene device, etc.
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